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NEW VISION PLAN: MULTI-VENUE SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT 
TO FUEL ECONOMIC GROWTH FOR REGION AND STATE 
 
East Rutherford, NJ, August 19, 2014— Legislative plans to offer a Referendum on North 

Jersey casino development are the impetus behind a new "Vision Plan" from the Meadowlands 

Regional Chamber to continue the redevelopment of the Meadowlands Sports Complex, creating 

a self-sustaining, long term economic driver for the region and the state. 

 Originally issued in 2011, the MRC Vision Plan continues to rely on a new casino to 

provide the economic resources to add a convention center and hotels to the Sports Complex, 

stimulating tourism and business activity in the region.  It also incorporates changes to the Sports 

Complex that, in line with its earlier advocacy, have added new entertainment facilities to 

American Dream and a new Racetrack on the former back stretch.  Other new concepts, 

including a “people mover” connecting American Dream with the new assets as well as multiple 

themed casino districts on the site reflect changes in the gaming market, regional infrastructure 

and general economy, according to Jim Kirkos, CEO of the Meadowlands Regional Chamber.   

“A casino will allow the Meadowland’s to draw on an already existing customer base that 

wants to gamble and be entertained, but is currently driving past us to get to casinos in nearby 

states,” said Jim Kirkos.  “We have the potential to build the best casino in the world because we 

have the infrastructure to accommodate thousands of visitors at a time, and the space to entertain 

a diverse audience with a multitude of entertainment needs within the Sports & Entertainment 

Complex.”  
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As depicted, the Vision will create more than 50,000 jobs, enhance the state’s casino revenue 

growth and offer facilities that are known to be in demand in the region: 

• Resort Casino District: The updated plan outlines various gaming districts and hotels 

allowing visitors to choose from several themes or experiences while they are here. This 

concept is aimed at attracting different audiences and age groups.   

• Convention Center.  This would attract overnight or multi-night business groups 

nationwide to the Meadowlands region, fueling commerce at the casino, sports complex, 

the soon-to-open American Dream, and restaurants and retailers in neighboring 

communities.  At 700,000 square feet, it will capture the business for conventions that are 

too big for the Meadowlands Expo Center but don’t need the 1.2 million square feet of 

space provided at the nearby Javits Center. This facility can also serve the youth and 

amateur sports markets for regional tournaments. 

• Racino: Creating a racino option at the Meadowlands Racetrack would complement 

racing as well as other gaming options in the Complex. 

• Parking and People Mover: The updated vision plan calls for [at least 14,000] parking 

spaces and a free train allowing visitors to the Complex to park once and enjoy the entire 

district including the convention center, the hotels and casinos, the racetrack and 

American Dream. 

“This is not a plan to create a district that competes with Atlantic City,” Kirkos continues.  

“Since the Meadowlands Sports Complex was built, the population in the surrounding region has 

grown but do not have anything compelling enough to keep them here when they are spending 

their discretionary income.  Developing the Meadowlands Sports Complex into a destination will 

keep these dollars in New Jersey and increase the economic impact of the entire region.” 

Please visit www.meadowlands.org for rendering of the updated vision and a White 

Paper on the economic impact of a Meadowlands Complex sports, gaming and entertainment 

district. 

 

About the Meadowlands Regional Chamber and the MLCVB 

The Meadowlands Regional Chamber has a membership of more than 1,100 businesses and 

advocates for both economic and destination development. The Meadowlands Liberty 

Convention and Visitors Bureau, a division of the Meadowlands Regional Chamber, is the 
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comprehensive destination-marketing channel for travel to the metropolitan New Jersey region.  

The MLCVB presents its unique sports, entertainment, ecological, cultural and transportation 

assets as an emerging primary destination as well as an alternative to New York City to attract 

new and extended visits.  The MRC and the MLCVB played crucial roles in bringing the 2014 

Super Bowl to the region, and it continues to lead the public debate surrounding issues that will 

affect the growth of the region.   For more information, please visit the MLCVB at 

www.mlcvb.com or call 201-939-0707.   

 

 


